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 Lesson 49
 

Idioms & Fixed Expressions

 

Here are some common idioms: 
 
The policeman told us to get a move on. 
My wife and I take it in turns to cook. 
I don’t know Paul’s phone number o�-hand. 
The café is not far. We can take a short-cut. 
I’m not good at small talk. 
I’m sorry but I can’t make it for the party on Sunday. 

Fixed Expressions are used by mother-tongue English speakers to express themselves. 
These must be memorized and used in the correct context. Most often fixed expressions 
are used in informal speech. 
 
Examples: 
 
Are you coming? Yes, hang on a second. (wait a moment) 
What's up? Not much. (What are you doing?) 
I can't meet you today. I'm tied up. (I am busy) 
She was pulling my leg when she said it. (joking, teasing) 

What is an idiom? 
 
Idiomatic English simply means that it contains expressions that are natural to native speakers of  
that language. An idiom is a word group with a particular meaning which is the meaning  
of the entire word group as a whole, and is something entirely di�erent from the meanings  
of the individual words. 

For example, if you say that “when an accident happened they hit the ceiling”, you  
don’t mean that they literally hit the ceiling but that they lost their temper suddenly and  
violently when an accident occurred. 
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With many idioms and fixed expressions, even if you make a small change, it could sound strange,  
funny or badly wrong. For example, get a move, a small talk, o�-hands or tied mean completely  
di�erent things to the idioms and fixed expressions mentioned above. 
 
In the English language, the proper usage of idioms and fixed expressions is what separates a native 
speaker from a person who is fluent. The more idioms and fixed expressions you learn,  
the better your English skills will be. 

NOTE: 


